With growing concerns about the future funding and viability of BBC ALBA, the renewal of the BBC Charter is the time to create a lasting funding model for Gaelic broadcasting.  
The funding gap between S4C and BBC ALBA is almost £100 million, and growing.
BBC ALBA:
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· 
· Has no statutory foundation 
· Has no funding mechanism
· Has negligible output or regulatory obligations from Ofcom
· Has uncertain and insufficient annual funding 
· Has no clear accountability

Foundations 
The UK Parliament made specific provision in law for Welsh-language television by establishing S4C as a channel, placing statutory duties on the BBC to supply content and on the Secretary of State to secure sufficient funding.
By contrast, while the UK Parliament established MG ALBA, it did not provide in law for a Gaelic television channel. BBC ALBA exists through an agreement between MG ALBA and the BBC, rather than as a statutory service, and its funding and future are therefore less secure than those of S4C.
Funding
· MG ALBA is funded by Scottish Ministers through Ofcom (who oversees MG ALBA). 
· MG ALBA applies its annual funding from Scottish Ministers to BBC ALBA (and related partnership brands). 
UK’s obligations for Gaelic Broadcasting
The UK has adopted the Article 11, European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages obligation to provide Gaelic and Welsh language television services. 
Welsh language television
The UK Parliament established S4C as a Welsh speaking channel.  The law of the UK obliges:
· The BBC to provide 10 hours per week of content to S4C (value £22m)
· The Secretary of State to determine sufficient funding for S4C (currently £98m, CPI-linked), with the power to ask the BBC to provide that funding. 
Gaelic language television
The UK Parliament established MG ALBA as a body to support Gaelic broadcasting. BBC ALBA itself has no statutory foundation, unlike S4C. 
Licence fee 
Despite Scotland raising substantially more in the Licence Fee, BBC spend on S4C and BBC Radio Cymru - £131 million vs £14 million on BBC ALBA and BBC Radio nan Gàidheal - 
(Scotland raise £311million Wales raised £193 million via Licence Fee).
The following challenges must be resolved:
· Chronic under-investment in Gaelic media
· Status and future existence of BBC ALBA as the UK’s only Gaelic television service 
· Prominence of BBC ALBA within the BBC iPlayer and other digital platforms
· Status of the MG ALBA/BBC partnership, and its ability to have customised policies and strategies where needed for the Gaelic audience.

Recommendations
A single funding mechanism for BBC ALBA
The Secretary of State, in consultation with Scottish Ministers in respect of MG ALBA, should determine the annual funding for BBC ALBA in the same way and at the same time as s/he does for S4C, making it clear how much funding will be applied by the BBC from the Licence Fee, and how much funding Scottish Ministers have agreed to provide to Ofcom for the purposes of MG ALBA.  
This will recognise the importance of Gaelic broadcasting, signal the UK Government’s parity of esteem for Gaelic & Welsh language media, and unite the UK and Scottish Governments in their support for Gaelic language broadcasting in a practical and value-creating way.  	
Prominence
Ofcom should impose conditions on the BBC iPlayer for the prominence of BBC ALBA.  
For example, this could include a “single click” access point into a Gaelic language iPlayer homepage, which could be determined by previous usage, customer choice or geographic considerations. 
Platform Reach and Presence
The Charter should oblige the BBC to lift the geo-block on the iPlayer for Gaelic content, or to develop a BBC ALBA solution for worldwide audiences. 
BBC ALBA guarantee
The Charter should oblige the BBC to continue to provide a linear BBC ALBA service (in partnership with MG ALBA if the necessary funding certainty is provided).  
Absence of such an obligation could leave the BBC ALBA linear service exposed to closure or to merger with another BBC channel.
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